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Sub Tuum Praesidium:

A Diocese is Born

As the First World War broke out in 1914, the conversation about the creation of a new diocese in
southwest Louisiana had already begun. At the
time the Diocese of New Orleans consisted of the
entire southern half of the state of Louisiana. The
Diocese of Natchitoches was erected in 1853 to
care for the northern half of the state. The need for
a new diocese in the state was great, but the Diocese of New Orleans
was in debt during the
decades
surrounding
the turn of the century.
After the debt was paid
off in 1905, the conversation could begin for a
new diocese to be
formed.
In 1917, the bishops of
the region sent a letter to

Msgr. William Joseph Teurlings

the Holy Father proclaiming that “there was unanimity among the Bishops in presenting the request
for a new diocese to Your Excellency.” The new
diocese was to consist of the western part of the
Archdiocese of New Orleans, from the Atchafalaya
River to the Sabine River, with the northern boundary being the Diocese of Alexandria. The total
number of Catholics in the new diocese was around
150,000 or 25% of the Catholics within the Archdiocese of New Orleans. It was suggested that the

new diocese should have its seat in the city of Lafayette which had a population of 7,500 Catholics.
As Lafayette was experiencing a time of growth, Fr.
William Teurlings, a Dutch priest who was recruited
and came to Louisiana at a mere twenty-three
years old, was named pastor of St. John’s in 1906.
There he oversaw the creation of a new parish for
blacks in 1911 – St. Paul’s. After its completion, he
sought to build a much larger St. John’s. With
some difficulty, a new
Church was completed
in 1916.
In April of 1917, Archbishop Blenk of New
Orleans passed away.
In his will, Blenk chose
that the Administrator of
the Archdiocese should
be a young priest who
served as his ChancelBishop Jules B. Jeanmard
lor and Secretary. Fr. Jules B. Jeanmard, a native
of Breaux Bridge, assumed the responsibilities of
overseeing the Archdiocese as New Orleans
waited for the Holy Father to appoint a new Arch-

bishop. As the War continued in Europe, a replace-

ment was not quickly named. And so it was the 37
year old Jeanmard, in his role as Administrator of

the Archdiocese, who received the news from
Rome on January 11, 1918 that a new Diocese was
to be created with its seat in Lafayette.
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Fr. Jeanmard wrote with great joy to Fr. Teurlings of
the news that his newly built church was chosen to
be the Cathedral of the new diocese. As a bishop
for the new diocese was not yet named, Fr. Jeanmard wrote to Fr. Teurlings:
“The new See will have a
Cathedral truly worthy of itself,
thanks to your self-sacrificing
and heroic efforts, so generously seconded by your faithful
and devoted flock. I know there
is no wish nearer their hearts
than that the Holy See may see
fit to recognize the worth and
work of their beloved pastor by
making him the first Bishop of
this new Diocese. That their
wish may be realized is the
fervent and sincere prayer of,
Yours, as ever, In Christ, Jules
B. Jeanmard.”

Bishop Jeanmard chose “Sub Tuum Praesidium”
(Under Thy Protection) as his Episcopal Motto. The
phrase is the first line of an ancient prayer to Our
Lady, which asks for her protection and help. Our
Lady, under the title of the
Immaculate Conception was
also chosen as the primary
patron of the new diocese.

Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
Little did anyone know that
Rome would select the young Jules B. Jeanmard to
become the bishop of the very place where he was
raised. At 38 years old, Jeanmard became the first
native of Louisiana to be made a bishop. He was
consecrated a bishop on December 8, 1918 at the
Cathedral of St. Louis in New Orleans. Four days
later, he was installed as the First Bishop of the Diocese of Lafayette on December 12 at the nowCathedral of St. John in Lafayette.

With Mary’s protection and a
homegrown bishop, the Diocese of Lafayette was
formed, with forty-eight
church parishes serving
around 153,000 Catholics,
to continue the work of
proclaiming the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in Acadiana.
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