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All the Treasures of
Wisdom and Knowledge:

Catholic Education

The Church’s teaching function is inherent in her mission to
evangelize: to pass on the truth of Jesus Christ to all
people. The Diocese of Lafayette has a proud history of
Catholic Education which reaches back almost 100 years
before the formation of the Diocese and continues today.

Catholic education grew in southwest Louisiana through
the courageous efforts of many priests and religious. Pastors worked diligently to secure funding for religious sisters
to establish parochial schools throughout Acadiana. In
1846, four Sisters of Mount Carmel in New Orleans
traveled to Vermilionville (now Lafayette) to establish a
school for girls. It took another seventy three years to begin
a school for boys in Lafayette. Fr. Teurlings, then pastor of
the Cathedral, opened the Cathedral School in 1919. In
1982, these two schools merged to form Cathedral-Carmel
School to educate grades K-8 in Lafayette.
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The Religious of the Sacred Heart, who were founded in
(later called Holy Ghost School) for African-American
1800, sent two religious sisters for the purpose of teaching
students. Around 1900, St. Mary’s was dissolved and the
young women in Grand Coteau. For over 195 years, the
Academy of the Immaculate Conception became co-ed.
Academy of the Sacred Heart has taught many generaIn 1970, the Academy and Holy Ghost Schools integrated
tions of Acadiana women. It remains the second oldest
and formed Opelousas Catholic, which teaches grades K – 12.
institution of learning west of the Mississippi River in the
The Sisters of Mount Carmel were also instrumental in
United States.
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beginning Catholic education along the Bayou Teche in
New Iberia. Mount Carmel Academy opened its doors in
1870 as a school for girls. Two years later, the sisters were
able to purchase a large home along
the Bayou Teche and begin a boarding school. The nuns lived upstairs in
very simple living quarters. For some
time, the sisters also taught some
young men in New Iberia. Finally, in
1918, St. Peter’s College, a boy’s
school, was opened in town by the
Christian Brothers. The two schools
taught the boys and girls of
New Iberia separately for
around seventy years until St.
Peter’s
College
became
Catholic High of New Iberia
and began taking female
students in 1987. In 1988,
Mount Carmel closed its doors
after 118 years of education
along the banks of the Bayou
Teche. Today, Catholic High in
New Iberia continues the tradition of Catholic education
begun by the Sisters of Mount Carmel and
the Christian Brothers decades before.
In 1913, the Sisters of the Holy Family, a
religious community founded by Mother
Henriette DeLille, moved into Lafayette for
the purpose of teaching young AfricanAmerican women. Educational opportunities were severely lacking for AfricanAmericans throughout the state of Louisiana. Fr. Philip Keller worked hard to secure
funding and opportunities to establish Holy
Rosary Institute in Lafayette. With the significant financial
help of Saint Mother Katharine Drexel, a large three story

brick building was built on the property. Holy Rosary
continued to grow through the decades. In 1947, the
school admitted male students for the first time. In the late
1960s, enrollment at Holy Rosary was almost 500
students. In the 1980s however,
enrollment declined, as did the role of
religious, and in 1993, Holy Rosary
closed its doors after 80 years of
Catholic education.
Holy Rosary
provided quality Catholic education at
a time when opportunities for
African-American
students
was
severely lacking across the
region.
Today, Catholic education
remains a strong force
in Acadiana. Twenty-six
schools teach elementary
and middle school students,
while ten Catholic high
schools teach throughout the
Diocese of Lafayette from
Sacred Heart in Ville Platte
down to Hanson Memorial in
Franklin. Over the 100 years
of the Diocese of Lafayette thousands of
students have come to the knowledge of Christ,
“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge.” (Colossians 2:3) Through
Catholic education, the Diocese continues to
pass on the knowledge handed on to her and
to fulfill her mission of evangelization.
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